v A A

fMINNUNUSNEINMINERIRNUsEIMA Usedngantenu f.a.

&

AT

4

UN Food Systems Summit: Opportunities for US Engagement

2021 UN Food
Systems Summit:
Opportunities for

U.S. Engagement

Webinar
March 17, 2021

n13usey udunuteaulad (Webinar) 2021 UN Food Systems Surnmit: Opportunities for US
Engagement 307 udlaTuil oo fiuna beoe &I TngUsvasdiiiameuwns dayan eaiuarnud uinveansussys
v s a . = 14
AAUDARTUITUURMTVDIBIA MIaNUsEY1YIA (UN Food Systems Summit) Mswwisesrmunday uaslona
Tumadlidnswvesmizeuim gursailmsdunlaun meduimunmanyrsveEmsgesinuaydala

118 Jason Hofmeister §nw1n1sad
85 UM NSUAANITNITANE UA WAUATIZLINI 19

UTEINAYBINTENTINNBATANT §2 (Acting
Deputy Undersecretary for Trade and
Foreign Agricultural Affairs, USDA) leina 1
naUssuduL lenamidsnrunduinves
UN Food Systermn Summit ke gt w7 1 19 u
Tomaf ivnmedIus U sinuRsREmIF
wlfidnddus nfteaserud Buliiun

SPUUBNITAlaNUAYURIans 5 Fanenves




fuensuaglneuins anuddalunsisdisveanunsnsuaranunuluhdy 16 A wond eauagenud
ynnmaduluszUieNSYREMSEY ansnsadus alumahiausuL s wazeus nilefuUssmAd U
TemsUssudiannedall avpsourqunszuums U ErounsUssAREenn Aiavisn Weiiunsluudy
waznfsvewEmsy Tumailvlamuasanuinmeniumsines lneasienuddgpenmsaisessauinngy
A fiUszavs am waznsus UU3aia 897U nszmanumsans 5 %58 USDA (US Department of Agriculture)
TueBoumshouteinemansuassudeya ussSeudunsadioufd masyuaason luadedl yaiy
msfldusalluaniuesdsimsdeRadiuannnmediu

U194 Elise Golan @ u v 9
{ 811280157 WM ALnALS B u
NIENITINNYATANT g2 (Director of
Sustainable Development, USDA) Taei
w19 Golan W T dns wma nueams g
TumanslseyuangennUsEUUa NS
YBI09A N15aNUTEVIYA N15UTEYN
gnean® UseaiAiei uas 195y uuemsves

Else Golan| Tanifauselevdsioaunin d98u uae
ANV 813NE WU MSUSSee Tl
wlumudngalas vegls 7w wazdislalunseniluny s nsesrmsanlseenu@vise UN (United
Nations) ulssmumesnsussaagaeens lnsasdnnsussaiulufouiuensu eeoe s unsiitensna wazazdn
Tsimsuszyunaun (Pre - Summit) S 9IUN o - e NSNINAN ndoe a4 N34l Tneaslidumeuidn
Sungalsu wisuiumsussysnail ouaTeuunalviey (Vast Virtual Platform) & eagdleliinsnsyyuanniialan yaea
WaredANIT A Ui UssuueIanansadd s ula Je1uvesssuuenmsnToun Ny NANAR ILLALA NI
A Y o a L. . = a = A & A )~
MAgWasiumInGn MuUssy mInszane Oistribution) MIwises waemsusina Fateslealueseeuayilemy
Fudou Ineasd osEi WsruUemsNd Budulsznaune m 36 laun JRauden msughe uasdwndeu Nides
ne s uasiuiielfnnNENna MavhnmanssasEs raminieliinumsnsaninsolinunmainnwngas
waznpaliaug Uil 131NNl uon T we alu wsINuRaanelE NSHE 99 898 & w9 aulunisvinau
~ U A Y ~ A v Aa Ao Y] ' D ) Y Y
aensty TAdrussnmivingas ielinanmdianausssyuudnsegdely ownssadaniaensie wWhide
wazdmnuiuas imsdansnsnensssauvded v Wi sl msandua unuasianudiavg u 1aema o 37
feddnaeliianinsoed dmiaiedin ladfvile

elrussau mmamaﬁwwaéwé’ﬁuﬁa SDG (Sustainable Development Goals) Nudedl
msysanmTas I uNIeEERRaY o TR USDA mmimt,uumimmmﬂuxammmmmm Telungyane
Fam Bill A.AL. otaied (WAL lodtoo) Insna i shilenmuesmaiannisinuased 19698 u‘w AIBUAINS 7
msUssaesenn adeil Sadumedentedvinnmed s wiletuaiassdszuuommd fmudBunnd sy
Tnestosdienuaunavia o i o dlsfiony Sdveuinenirafunimzannsodanmsussurmud W luusios
Ussiiuld unmnsAevdniletuirdoulugssuvennsddiulseneudie e wameftRmeie Action Tracks

5]



Feaisnuszneuiudieai U wnsd Eu uumnefiAnsusn vie Action Track 1 Aemsiewnsvasnse
dwiunneu veadsemaiialve aanmsylnsms wasannaialseiibilylsafinse Action Track 2 foms
U3 InAeg 198 B u laewfi uaud asn1su3 Inae sl Ar oa unm £ msnd neg 198 55U uavanmsva ofia
Action Track 3 Aemsndnenset duinwiedaanden lininendiifnUsslenigean anmmigrdeannms
WA suuasaramannvaneneTanin anuaiy annadenlnsuvesi uuasin annisddesfiiud sunszan
Action Track 4 AN siaR /a3 P ANIN AT TPUUEINS Aaa3 s wuiidUsAvS HauasvnyaLRRen
Watlgnande wavaivayulvig Ussneunsenansadndmsnennslaeg 1awiniien uag Action Track 5 Aamsasne
sTUURMNIAB AU SsnsanmszuUeNITS Wuliifndessnani Tsaszum wswgiavsiniu mudauds uay
analiuiuewsing IwedallififedostuszuvewmiilantideRnsilunsiidunmsmuanUg ihme 1
uawdnd st aiauslasansatmii W esidiumslifussg Ton Uszasina ¢ Ussmsdnaiy Suesdunadwivesms
Uszagneon- luad il wuvnamsmifiunseneglugUveawalulagivilg msuSmsdamsuiuulyal nsn o
aeAns Mananwdeiugiveneiugll walulaglunseusneninenns viiemsveaesnsvinanussg Uwuull
TumsnusamnAnsauwsn Wave 1) TUaiauaud NI 0,000 1ATNS

UsDA i o Uszmislunisusadiug aiausuuamdlunisdndums fall Usznsil o e
bisnansald38msdnidumsients oy nanunmsaliflewnunszuuemsd i msUssygeeent msvdndesms
AvuauLITNUAE R AR TANSSYBINRS 1NWRsNs MARREVNTTY uazfiUszneums Weudlulgii
ATANZANERY Usensii e mssiumsv edewauedi eud lutlandesding nnmsmdineneanssessu uaed
vidnguUsznouiiousesrmidi3a limsafuaulinupsnsuasiUssneumidenhnunmisesmandesiv
wmaseismsnliudleinfivssdrvsnmRoll wrUszmsi o wmmaudlandemansan m emdnves
msanAnug sy Fldun danu wesugia wardanndon uasdosd maUsuidl uen iR A lud ansduagms
NSYEAUAT ATEUAR Y NMAR IYBITLUUIMNIAE MITUTHYNAREAR TUSLUUD NS 9 Bsd e uuLavng
fcn ot eseUnqy

Y18 Andhian McAdams
& 1 17 9909 28974 Foreign
Agricultural  Services (FAS), USDA
WIUT 1 AIAE IUR 19°) VOIANS 5
annsa unfld s et uedeu
19 Sgumemsym Hausawegannlu
NSWS ELNISaLS WA UMSluns
Uspyignean |wu15nsves UN 9
LS 516905 amaﬂam;ma%a??u

2023 LN P Saimers. | 55
e O e e SO
v —

A o v v a
W 13 ung asli Ussweaund nuag
AineadlusyuUemMTSUAYMINYAT
WiupudAUssA uriMewaglimdun sz lutlan i ol adamsd iand daus we wsf uwseeg 1

pallos Sguaans s s sunsuszd aeen® saonenaR BTN N NSy s UsTneans g u

en



WU BNUNE NIUNTUTLAUNUAT UNTENTIUAZDIA NT# 197 Tuseausgunanans (Federal Government) b A
US Agency of Intemational Development (USAID), Department of Commerce, US Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of Treasury tkhag US Trade Representative Office
Toeiawnz USDA Bfimsdadsmnmihammnmesssrinonisnunelunssysanuesemis, TRANAUTZAUNTIA
msdles owdsumauazinsmmsssyugaent I avism Sadluildwsnlumaiauetefadivues
AsldulndmdslussuunYnswese NS

ALENTTIMSTIYS M TUsEYIg ALBATEUUBNMNSUBS UN (UN Food Systern Summit Advisory
Committee) it "iguauuanmig nsmansuaglyidaaiu 1A safuamsamesmstauuagiiiumsves
MUsEganEent wNSATTYAEnS T Ustioswrneamsznvid a ngdlsy (Pegduduaune suninanss
L.wiqéfm.aﬂﬁms’wmmﬁﬁwhmmaﬂNL?;mems) v umvesenssn s nlurasnssunsyadanam
§ailseaanSnsves UN uusesu esdUsznounmznssunsi U3 nwnm o funuenlennyssmeantn
Wwiiivesmisnumeld UN fifedes sufeifonmnamnesdnsssynnaussmadue uavngueine wu me
gINAENE TN YiTivesnnsIIMEAUS I AoflansandsiineliiAsruid suasnidlieg) Game-
changers) i ot alauauusiitha st fumsussraansens Aaenssun s Usnne SnsUssgsauiudios o ads
fustausd mavssuRs T 19Tl bo - be NI bdon uazliiuansUssed i @ uiuil o e
beoe Weivsamsdeauesiie 95y suidoyaiidulsgtiunnnguimivemans Fewusuuslsig uay
Sfurrd oLt IIuMs Tl AaensumsiUE e Suiilrd S vy wedbifémndlas

unUFURYREe Action Tracks ustagsinu azilUsesmumaysessyany dunmnnesdnsilaildandn
93 UN uaglai 1o v ae319m13 waedl s09Uses1uil i uenavu (Youth Vice Chain) 8 nid a6sdl i wnuannng
Univienenamsiisausig usias Action Track aefivisnmuesansy Wuummanidsau Toe USDA auidugdunm
vidilu Action Tracks 71 o Uae o Tuvauzdt USAD iug{uymmantu Action Track & WAENTsMTHNMIANIUSEAENSF
uffummdnlu Action Track @ fumsmesemsy widtiasgieiilidoRafiuastaauouuy fifer oz
TidoRauiusio Acion Tracks 11 & I Tt agaruvnaiulaivesmsussyugason lnsawznmaudluiiay
AgliAnMIUA suasuuvie) (Game Changing Solutions) waws aduammdaninsasunsmud aYaIN YARa
vieawrnssne) dilantdsidiumseddlstdutat ewa iy

13 ulonansT o1 995 eI nenenand (Science Fact Paper) na3nin3nenemansd sunann
tfnmsdasznnioynyalan Smiidevenasinmailiolidoyauszneumavize Suvdsalinmswenns
Usznigaoen- Slenalusda fvdngrusnds uazannsasidiumsleads §ifemnamesemsgn ldAnmurdeyaan
eneava e ToRafiudsuseudi mmnasdnsdaenasatulmiiudalulidn aulsensodl
AnvueslidoRnstuteenanaueailudulsivenmsussygasene il aansodeumatoyadiudlsd Emai:
info@fss2021.0re Uniiiionansd i b atu atfuusndentussiamm wnfa uemsiidums ussatul o
Aenfuemnsiaseauam


mailto:info@fss2021.org
mailto:info@fss2021.org

A15M13 el 99kl U N15U3 85A UUSEINA (National Dialogues) LasnN15%135 88 &5¢
(independent Dialogues) Tnemsvr S esiulssmadunsamlneussmman®n UN Ssoswnidumsmauumad
fmeld e elonaliussmmantnldlideyauastefauiu ludnmesemig virenu USDA lidamvie
A UUsanARS a7 & WlaTull em 1N91AN nebe (@FUNAUNINgAMMAIARYIN) Taeitiud ssannui g
(Challenges) 243 nad shui susrwenlneiunmsudluilawn (Solutions) uazhui eumgumeasineiiums
#ravinf1 (Pathways Forward) 1413 i asld Sumad apwinedu Tnedeadugffianldduded s ufuman
YNAARILIBIMARFE VNI IUNEATWAZEMNIUBEMS 57 Namsmseusngludulasivesdiinamuesughaans g
(Chief Economist Website) gl saunansislus snsusseuaaeent Hautasmadihun (UN Food System

Summit Dialogue Gateway) a2

Get Involved

Independent Dialogues Organize Independent Dialogues, using the Guide and Toolkit found on the UN Food Systems Summit website.

Action Tracks Participate in the five Action Tracks and propose actions and propositions via the surveys and forums.

Review and comment on the Scientific Papers (email for communications with Scientific Group:
info@fss2021.org).

Scientific Papers

Join a UN Food Systems Community to receive and follow updates on Food Systems Summit workstreams
Food Systems Community (including the Cross-Cutting Levers for Change and becoming a Food Systems Hero) and to engage with food
systems’ actors around the world.

Let the world know about actions your business, organization, or coalition is taking to build more sustainable food
Compendium Website systems and advance the objectives of the Food Systems Summit by contributing to the U.S. Compendium
of Sustainable Food Systems Actions. URL: https.//www.usda.gov/oce/sustainability/foodsystems/compendium

Coalitions and Social

Media Form coalitions to amplify your voice and use social media to convey your sector’s priorities and message.
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American Feed Industry Association, American Seed Trade Association, American
Soybean Association, American Sugarbeet Growers Association on behalf of the American Sugar
Alliance, Animal Health Institute, AGree Economic and Environmental Risk Coalition, Dairy
Management Inc./National Dairy Council, Elanco Animal Health, Florida Fruit& Vegetable
Association, Inari Agriculture, Indigo Agriculture, lowa Select Farms/President Elect, National Pork
Producers Council, IR-& Project, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National Chicken
Council, National Corn Growers Association, National Farmers Union, North American Meat
Institute, Northwest Horticultural Council, Orange County Produce, LLC, Organic Trade
Association, The Fertilizer Institute, United Egg Producers, United Farm Workers, United Fresh

Produce Association, USA Rice Federation, U.S. Dairy Export Council, Zoetis
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Archer Daniels Midland Company (ADM), American Frozen Food Institute, Association of
Equipment Manufacturers, Bayer, Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO), Cargill, Inc, Consumer Brands
Association, Croplife America, Food Machinery and Chemical Corporation (FMC), FMI Food Industry Association,
Kroger, PepsiCo, Syngenta, Walmart
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Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, Arizona State University, Colorado State
University and Agricultural & Applied Economics Association, Duke University World Food Policy
Center, Harvard Law School, Food Law and Policy Clinic, Michigan State University, National
Academiesof Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine Board on Agriculture and Natural Resources,
School Nutrition Association, Tufts University, Texas A&M AgriLife, University of California at

Davis, University of Arkansas
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AgriCorps, Agriculture Future of America (AFA), American Farmland Trust, Farm
Foundation, Feeding America, Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, First
Nations Development Institute, Food Tank, Global Farmer Network, Minorities in Agriculture,
Natural Resources and Related Sciences (MANRRS), National 4-H Council, National Future
Farmers of America Organization (FFA), North America Climate Smart Agriculture Alliance,
Savanna Institute, Society of American Foresters, Solutions from the Land, The Rockefeller
Foundation, U.S. Farmers and Ranchers in Action, World Food Program USA, World Resources
Institute, World Wildlife Foundation (WWF)
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On January 13, 2021, USDA hosted the first U.S. National Food Systems Dialogues. This Dialogue, the
first of the three-stage National Dialogues, focused on identifying challenges to building more socially,
economically, and environmentally sustainable food systems in the United States. This summary of the
first Dialogue includes four sections:

Dialogue structure and focus
Participants

Reporting integrity

Findings

Dialogue structure and focus

This first Dialogue focused on identifying challenges to building more socially, economically, and
environmentally sustainable food systems in the United States. The discussions were broken into five
main challenge areas aligned with the UN Food Systems Summit five “action tracks”:

Safe and nutritious food for all: What are the challenges in ending hunger and all forms of
malnutrition and reducing the incidence of non-communicable disease, enabling all people to be
nourished and healthy?

Increased consumer demand for healthy diets that are sustainably produced: What are the
challenges in increasing consumer demand for healthy diets and foods that are sustainably
produced? What are the challenges in reducing consumer food waste?

Environmentally sustainable production: What are the challenges in optimizing environmental
resource use in food production, processing, and distribution, to reduce biodiversity loss,
pollution, water use, soil degradation, and greenhouse gas emissions?

Equitable livelihoods across the food system: What are the challenges in promoting full and
productive employment and decent work for all actors along the food value chain and enabling
entrepreneurship and addressing the inequitable access to resources and distribution of value?
Resilient food systems: What are the challenges in ensuring the continued functionality of
sustainable food systems in case of natural disasters, pandemics, economic shocks, conflicts,
and other sources of instability?

To encourage a systematic assessment of challenges, each breakout discussion considered four general

questions:

1. What are the major challenges to advancing sustainable food systems in the United States
related to your major challenge area?

2. What are the primary drivers/causes of the major challenges?

3. What are the tradeoffs among social, economic, and environmental sustainability
objectives? What are the distributional characteristics of the major challenges? If the group
discusses potential solutions that target one dimension of sustainability (for example, social
sustainability), what are the potential impacts on the other dimensions of sustainability?

4. What are the evidence gaps? What kind of evidence would be needed to motivate and support

action to address these challenges, drivers and tradeoffs? Does the evidence exist or are there
knowledge and evidence gaps?

Participants

Seventy-six diverse stakeholder groups participated in the first National Dialogue, including 28 U.S.
producers and agricultural organizations, 14 food industry members, 12 research and academic
institutions, 21 civil society groups and NGOs, and 1 state government organization, as below.



U.S. producers and agricultural organizations: 28

American Feed Industry Association, American Seed Trade Association, American Soybean
Association, American Sugarbeet Growers Association on behalf of the American Sugar Alliance,
Animal Health Institute, AGree Economic and Environmental Risk Coalition, Dairy Management
Inc./National Dairy Council, Elanco Animal Health, Florida Fruit& Vegetable Association, Inari
Agriculture, Indigo Agriculture, lowa Select Farms/President Elect, National Pork Producers
Council, IR-4 Project, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National Chicken Council, National
Corn Growers Association, National Farmers Union, North American Meat Institute, Northwest
Horticultural Council, Orange County Produce, LLC, Organic Trade Association, The Fertilizer
Institute, United Egg Producers, United Farm Workers, United Fresh Produce Association, USA
Rice Federation, U.S. Dairy Export Council, Zoetis

Food industry: 14

Archer Daniels Midland Company (ADM), American Frozen Food Institute, Association of
Equipment Manufacturers, Bayer, Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO), Cargill, Inc,
Consumer Brands Association, CropLife America, Food Machinery and Chemical Corporation
(FMC), FMI Food Industry Association, Kroger, PepsiCo, Syngenta, Walmart

Research and academic institutions: 12

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, Arizona State University, Colorado State University and
Agricultural & Applied Economics Association, Duke University World Food Policy Center,
Harvard Law School, Food Law and Policy Clinic, Michigan State University, National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine Board on Agriculture and Natural Resources, School
Nutrition Association, Tufts University, Texas A&M Agrilife, University of California at Davis,
University of Arkansas

Civil society groups and NGOs: 21

AgriCorps, Agriculture Future of America (AFA), American Farmland Trust, Farm Foundation,
Feeding America, Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, First Nations
Development Institute, Food Tank, Global Farmer Network, Minorities in Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Related Sciences (MANRRS), National 4-H Council, National Future Farmers of
America Organization (FFA), North America Climate Smart Agriculture Alliance, Savanna
Institute, Society of American Foresters, Solutions from the Land, The Rockefeller Foundation,
U.S. Farmers and Ranchers in Action, World Food Program USA, World Resources Institute,
World Wildlife Foundation (WWF)

State government: 1
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)

The second and third stages of the Dialogues will expand the number of participants to a maximum of
about 120, while retaining the participation of those who participated in the first Dialogue.

Reporting integrity

Neutral U.S. government experts and researchers were trained to facilitate the Dialogue’s small group
discussions and emphasized respect and building trust. The Chatham House Rule of non-attribution
encouraged participants to engage in frank discussion and a collaborative approach. Readout reports
went through multiple levels of review and validation. Two notetakers sent their anonymized notes
from the breakout rooms to facilitators. Facilitators then developed their anonymized reports, which



were then shared with breakout session participants for their validation before incorporation into this
summary and the official feedback form for posting on the UN Dialogues Gateway.

Findings
These findings represent the views of Dialogue participants, not those of the United States Department
of Agriculture or the United States Government.

The focus of the first-stage U.S. National Food Systems Dialogue was to identify challenges to improving
the sustainability of food systems. While the discussion topics were organized around the five UN Food
Systems Summit Action Tracks outlined above, the discussions did not fall neatly into these silos.
Instead, participants broadened the discussions to holistically consider challenges and tradeoffs across
food systems and goals related to sustainability and resilience. Three overarching challenges emerged:
1) information gaps about healthy diets and sustainability produced food, 2) inequalities, and 3)
environmental degradation and climate change. Challenges related to building more resilient food
systems were highlighted in the discussions of inequality and environmental sustainability.

e Overall Challenge #1: Information gaps about healthy diets and sustainably produced food
Dialogue participants identified divergent and confusing information about healthy diets and
sustainably produced foods as a major challenge. Some participants expressed concern that
information gaps hinder uptake of healthier diets and the promotion and adoption of more
sustainable agricultural production practices.

e Overall Challenge #2: Inequalities
Dialogue participants identified inequalities in food systems as an overarching challenge. Some
participants identified inequality as a primary driver of disparate access and uptake of healthy
diets. Some participants identified inequality as a root challenge in improving livelihoods of
farm and food-systems workers and in expanding business opportunities in agriculture and food
supply chains. Some participants expressed the view that underlying, long-standing inequalities
have had a negative impact on food systems’ resilience, as evidenced with COVID19.

e Overall Challenge #3: Environmental degradation and climate change
Dialogue participants identified environmental degradation and climate change as overarching
challenges. Some participants emphasized that variability in growing conditions due to climate
change poses challenges for farmers and resilience. Some participants expressed concerns
about challenges to farmers and producers related to clear guidance on environmentally
sustainable practices and barriers to international trade based on environmental sustainability
standards that are not based on science. Some participants highlighted challenges associated
with how the costs of more environmentally sustainable production practices will be distributed
across the food system, raising concerns that farmers and low-income consumers could bear the
brunt of potential cost increases.

In all the discussion groups, some participants discussed where they thought more research or scientific
evidence is needed to better characterize challenges and possible solutions. On the topic of healthy
diets for all, some participants expressed the view that more information is needed on what types of
consumer education programs work best. Some participants noted related evidence gaps, including on
the effectiveness of food assistance and behavior change interventions and how to use public dollars
most efficiently. Some participants noted a lack of national data on the needs of food banks and a need
for a comprehensive analysis of food access to identify gaps and overlaps in food assistance. Some
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participants noted the need for an analysis of the costs and benefits of investing in health promotion
and disease prevention through healthy diets versus treatment of diet-related health conditions.

Some participants also identified the need for more research on the best approaches to improve
environmental sustainability. Some participants noted evidence gaps related to the environmental and
carbon footprints of food and the scientific links between environmentally sustainable practices and
productivity. Some participants thought there should be expanded modeling of the impacts of dietary
shifts considering international trade and shifting demand elsewhere in the world. At the same time,
some participants highlighted that impact analyses should incorporate a wider array of approaches, such
as citizen science and traditional cultural practices, to inform policy and programs and engage actors
across the food system. Some participants noted the issue of data gaps to accelerate the rate of
adoption of conservation and environmentally sustainable practices, as well as data to assess
downstream effects of increased production and processing costs.

In each discussion group, participants discussed the types of tradeoffs that might arise in building more
sustainable food systems —and the challenges related to managing these tradeoffs. The types of
tradeoffs discussed are encapsulated in the discussion of food prices. Some participants pointed to the
high cost of nutritious foods (perceived or actual) as a challenge to achieving healthy diets for all. On
the other hand, some participants noted high rates of food waste and hypothesized that the low cost of
food (food is like a “free good”) leads to people throwing it away. When discussing environmental
sustainability, some participants hypothesized that food is too inexpensive, and the price does not factor
in the true cost of environmental inputs or negative environmental externalities. Some noted that
because environmental costs are not priced into agricultural production there are few immediate
financial benefits to producers to change their practices. Others noted that while low-cost food is
important for affordability and access, it can create economic and social complications for low wage
earners if wages are kept low to keep food prices low.
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