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APHIS mission: To protect the health and 
value of American agriculture and 

natural resources.



Plant Protection and Quarantine

We safeguard U.S. agriculture and natural

resources against the entry, establishment, and 
spread of economically and environmentally

significant pests and facilitate the safe trade of

agricultural products.



PPQ Phytosanitary Issues Management

U.S. National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO)

Resolve import/export phytosanitary issues for plants/plant 

products

Trade focuses on

– New market access

– Market retention

– Market expansion

Bilateral plant health meetings and international standard setting





Market Access Request for commodities not 
currently allowed into the USA

If the commodity you want to import into the United States is not 

currently approved for importation (see FAVIR), the exporting NPPO 

must submit to APHIS PPQ the information listed in 7 CFR 319.5(d):

• commodity

• intended use

• growing conditions

• shipping methods

• pest lists

• possible risk mitigations 



Requesting Market Access for 
Plant Products

National Plant Protection Organization 

(NPPO) provides an official request to 

PIM for new or expanded market access 

Must include all required technical information

Delivered through local APHIS International 
Services staff in the region



Risk Analysis

USDA APHIS reviews information and 

then conducts a draft pest risk 

assessment (PRA).

Stakeholder consultation and comment period 
for 30 days

Trading partner reviews PRA and provides 
comments



Risk Management

USDA APHIS proposes mitigation 

measures for quarantine pests that 

follow the pathway.

APHIS provides scientific justification for 
treatments

Trading partner may propose alternative, 
equivalent measures  



Phytosanitary Treatment Examples



Regulatory Process – Initial Notice

APHIS publishes an initial notice in the 

Federal Register listing entry 

requirements for commodity

Stakeholder comment period (60 days)

APHIS will review comments received and 
determine if the PRA or proposed import 
requirements need to be revised



Regulatory Process - Final Notice

APHIS publishes the final notice in the 

Federal Register listing entry 

requirements for commodity

APHIS may also require bilaterally-signed
operation work plan

Requirements will be listed in FAVIR or APHIS 
plants for planting manual.



Fruit and Vegetables Import Requirements (FAVIR)

https://epermits.aphis.usda.gov/manual/

https://epermits.aphis.usda.gov/manual/






Thank you!

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/home/

Lisa.M.Kohl@usda.gov

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/home/

