Agriculture ministry seeks drought-resistant crops amid water shortage

Agriculture agencies are seeking drought-resistant crops that can cope with Thailand’s future water
shortages, Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives Minister Chalermchai Srion revealed on
Wednesday (September 16).
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Water levels in reservoirs nationwide have been low since late 2019 due to lower than expected
rainfall volume. Total water stocks between May 1 and September 15 were down by 8,000 cubic

metres on the same period last year.

Large and medium-sized reservoirs currently contain 36.764 billion cu/m, or 48 per cent of total
capacity, according to the Royal Irrigation Department (RID). Only 12.946 billion cu/m is available for

irrigation.

Chairing Wednesday’s 2020-21 water management meeting, Chalermchai ordered the RID to boost

storage capacity ahead of the dry season.

However, he said Thailand still had enough water for consumption judging from comparisons with

previous years.

He added that related agencies would discuss growing crops that need less water than rice, a

notoriously thirsty plant.

The ministry will also speed up plans to create alternative employment for those farmers unable to

plant crops because of drought, he said.
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