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(Unofficial Translation)
Farmer Aid Fund Act
B.E. 2554 (2011) 

BHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ, REX;
Given on the 10th Day of March B.E. 2554; 
Being the 66th Year of the Present Reign.
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej is graciously pleased to proclaim that: 
Whereas it is expedient to have the law on Former Aid Fund Act;
This Act carries the Provision that prohibit rights and liberties of individual by virtue of section 29 together with section 43 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand.
Be it, therefore, enacted by the King, by and with the advice and consent of the Parliament, as follows: 

[bookmark: S1][bookmark: S2]Section 1. This Act is called “Farmer Aid Fund Act B.E. 2554
Section 2. This Act shall come into force as from the day following the date of its publication in the Government Gazette.
Section 3. Farmer Aid Fund Act B.E. 2517 (1974) shall be repealed.  
Section 4. In this Act:
“Fund” means Farmer Aid Fund Act;
“Farmer” means a person who is engaged in agriculture activities and shall include agricultural organization operating in agricultural.
“Farmer organization” means agricultural cooperatives, fisheries cooperatives, community settlement cooperatives, such cooperatives. Farmers groups under the Community Enterprise Cooperative Act registered under the Farmer's Reconstruction and Development Fund Act or other farmer organizations established by the law.           
“Agriculture” means cultivation, animal husbandry, fisheries and other agriculture as notified by the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives.
“Primary agricultural produce” means products directly derived from agricultural produce as well as by-product derived from such agricultural produces, as announced by the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, but excluding primary agricultural produce which has a specific law already stipulated the rules for assistance.       
“Food products” means agricultural produces that is used as food or an ingredient of food for people or animals, whether processed or not, as prescribed by the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, but does not include food products which have been prescribed by specific laws.    
“Export Fee” means money collected from exporters under this Act. 
“Import Fee” means the money charged to the importer under this Act.
“Exporter” means an exporter under the customs law who exports primary agricultural produce or food products for trade.
 “Importer” means an importer under the customs law who imports primary agricultural produce or food products for trade. 
 “State agencies” means a ministry, bureau, department or government agency called otherwise and is a provincial department and shall include state enterprises or other government agencies established by law.
“Committee'' means the Farmer Aid Committee.
“Minister” means Minister who has legal authority to enforce this Act.
[bookmark: S5]Section 5. There shall be the establishment of a fund called the “Farmer Aid Fund” in the Office of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, consisting of money and property under Section 6, to be used as working capital and spending to assist or promote farmers in the activities under Section 7. 
The Office of the Permanent Secretary for Agriculture and Cooperatives shall safeguard the funds and properties of the Fund and proceed with disbursement of funds under this Act.
The Fund shall be under superintendence by the Office of the Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives in according with paragraph 2 shall be deposited into saving account or deposit into fixed deposited account of state enterprise banks or to purchase government securities.
In seeking profitable gain from capital funds other than those specified in the third paragraph must seek approval from the Ministry of Finance. 
[bookmark: S6]Section 6. “Fund” consists of the money as follows: 
[bookmark: _GoBack](1) Money, property, rights and liabilities transferred from the Farmer's Aid Fund under Section 26
(2) Government subsidies allocated from the annual expenditure budget
(3) Export fees and import fees charged under this Act.
(4) Loan approved by Cabinet resolution.
(5) Interest gained from the Fund. 
(6) Cash or asset donated by donor.

[bookmark: S7]Section 7. The Fund has the powers to carry out activities and such powers shall include:
(1) Carry out promotion of production of primary agricultural produce or food products by
(a) Providing various factor of high quality production for sales to farmer with fair price. 
(b) Providing investment loan to farmers to enhance productivity, storage facility or distribution of primary agricultural products or food products. 
(c) Ensure adequate water and land for farmer to engage in farming activities as well as land entitlement deed and land reform and land allocation for agricultural usage.     
(d) Carry out any other activity that will benefit the production of primary agricultural produce and food production including promotion of utilization of raw material use for agricultural industry.
(2) Encourage inspection and certification of standard and quality assurance for primary agricultural produce and food production. 
(3) Carry out price stabilization and distribution of primary agricultural produce or food products by 
(a) Procure or accept a pledge of primary agricultural produce or food products at the price specified by Committee. 
(b) Carry out sale of primary agricultural produce or food production to domestic and international market.
(c) Undertaking any other necessary action that deem benefit the activity stated in number (3).  
(4) Undertaking necessary and urgent action to prevent and eliminate threats that contribute adverse impact to farmers. 
(5) Conducting research studies for the development of production, processing or marketing of primary agricultural produce or food products by encouraging farmers to participate in the operations. 
(6) Monitoring, inspect and supervise implementation of projects that are assisted or promoted by the fund. 
[bookmark: S8]Section 8. There shall be allocation of fund from Farmer’s Welfare Fund in the amount of no less than 50% as a revolving fund to support the activity stated in section 7. 
The allocation of fund shall take into consideration of prioritizing farmers who are most affected by judging from rules, methodologies and terms and conditions imposed by committee proclaimed in Royal Gazette. 
 
[bookmark: S9]Section 9. The Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives with the endorsement by the cabinet shall have authority and control of the execution of this Act, and shall have the power to proclaim the designation of classification or categories of primary agricultural produce or food production import or export to the Kingdom and chargeable by tariff rate in the event of:  
(1) The exportation of primary agricultural produce and food production of any specific types or categories that has tendency to undermine domestic consumption or potentially threaten domestic food shortage of specific types or categories of primary agricultural produce and food production.    
(2) The price of primary agricultural produce and food production of any specific types or categories in foreign countries is higher than price of domestic primary agricultural produce and food production causing unreasonable gain in export revenue. 
(3) The importation of primary agricultural produce and food production of any specific types or categories that could potentially distort the price of domestic primary agricultural produce and food production and disrupt domestic production. 
Any amendment, correction and abolishment stipulate in clause 1, shall receive endorsement from Cabinet. 
[bookmark: S10]Section 10. The Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives with the endorsement by Cabinet shall have charge and control of the execution of this Act, and shall have the power to proclaim the imposition of export tariff rate and import tariff rate of primary agricultural produce and food production of any types or categories specified by Section 9 including procedures and method of tariff collection and method of payment for export tariff rate and import tariff rate.  
The imposition of tariff rate stipulates in clause 1, shall take into consideration of tariff rate and specific tariff rate collectable from primary agricultural produce or food production in accordance with customs formality or customs-related service under this Act or the law on customs. 
 Any amendment, correction or abolishment stipulate in clause 1, shall receive endorsement from the Cabinet. 
[bookmark: S11]Section 11.  In case where there are export and import transaction of primary agricultural produce and food production in which export and import tariff shall be made in accordance with international trade between the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and government of foreign countries, the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives with the endorsement from the Prime Minister shall have the power to issue a written specific order to reduce or increase export and import tariff rate of primary agricultural produce and food production of any types or categories based on the quantity being traded on each transaction.       
 
[bookmark: S12]Section 12. Under the enforcement of Section 11, an importer and an exporter of   types and categories of primary agricultural produce or food production stipulated in Section 9 shall pay an export and import duty in accordance with procedures and method of duty calculation as stipulated in Section 10.   
[bookmark: S13]Section 13. All the proceeds obtained from payment of export and import duty under this Act, will be transferred to Farmer Aid Fund for to facilitate the activities stated in Section 7 and there is no need to delivery into state revenue.         
[bookmark: S14]Section 14.   A “Farmer Aid Welfare Committee” shall be established comprise of Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives serving as a Chairman and Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Commerce serving as Vice Chairman while Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Finance, Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Interior, Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Industry, Secretary General of Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council, Director General of the Bureau of the Budget, Director General of Department of Trade Negotiation, Director General of Internal Trade, Director-General of the Comptroller General's Department, Director General of Department of Agricultural Extension, Director General of Cooperatives Promotion Department, Manager of Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives by the position of the Committee and 10 qualified senior expert members appointed by Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives selected from Member of the Committee.       
Criteria, qualifications and procedures for the appointment of qualified senior expert members under paragraph one. It shall be in accordance with the regulations prescribed by the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives with the approval of the Cabinet.     
The issuance of regulations under paragraph 2 shall take into consideration of representatives from farmer institution and diversity of farmers living regionally far apart, occupation segment, gender equality participation. However, there shall be an appointment of at least one representative from filed crop sector, livestock and fisheries sector.       
The Committee may appoint a member or other person to be the secretary and assistant secretary to the committee.
[bookmark: S15]Section 15. Senior Expert Committee shall perform its duty for the term of 3 years. 
When the expiration of the term in paragraph one If a new qualified member has not been appointed, the qualified members who vacate office upon the expiration of the term shall remain in committee to continue performing their work until a newly appointed qualified Senior Expert member takes office, but however not more than 120 days.
[bookmark: S16]A qualified member who vacates committee upon the expiration of the term may be reappointed but cannot perform its duty for more than two consecutive terms
Section 16. In addition to the termination of senior expert committee, member of senior expert committee shall vacate committee when
(๑) Death
(๒) Resign
(๓) Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives to vacate office because of negligence of duty, dishonorable behavior, lack of competency and mental illness or insanity
(๔) Bankrupt
(๕) Being an incompetent or quasi-incompetent person
(๖) Was sentenced by a final judgment to imprisonment unless it is a punishment for an offense committed by negligence offense of defamation or petty offenses
(๗) Lack of qualifications according to the regulations prescribed by the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives under Section 14 paragraph two.
Section 17. In the case of qualified senior expert members who vacate office before the term, the committee shall consist of all the remaining members until a qualified member is appointed in place of a qualified senior expert member who vacates office prior to the term of office, but this shall not exceed one hundred and twenty days. Except for the remaining term of the qualified senior expert committee less than ninety days a qualified senior expert member may not be necessary for appointment.
In case the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives appoints a qualified senior expert member in place of a qualified member who vacates office before the term. The person appointed to replace the vacant position in office shall be equal to the remaining term of the appointed members.
Section 18. The committee has the following powers and duties:
(1) Approve or to offer opinions to the Cabinet on approving the allocation of funds under the government agency project or an organization of farmers to propose.
(2) Follow up on the implementation of projects that are assisted or promoted by the fund and expedite the repayment of funds.
(3) Issue regulations prescribing rules, procedures and conditions for fund allocation to be in accordance with the objectives of the fund.
(4) Issuing regulations about receiving and payments, money reservation, expenditures are considered as operating expenses of the fund. Provision of Fund Benefits and the disposal of assets from the fund's account shall receive with the approval of the Ministry of Finance.
(5) To perform any other act as required by law to be the powers and duties of the Committee. Or as assigned by the Minister.
Section 19. In the performance of duties under Section 18, there shall be a meeting of the Committee at least two months at a time. 
Section 20. At a meeting of the Committee, the presence of committee member shall not be less than one-half of the total number of members is required to constitute a quorum.
At the board meeting If the Chairman of the Board does not attend the meeting or unable to perform duties. The Vice Chairman of the Board shall preside over the meeting.
If the Chairman and the Vice Chairman do not attend the meeting or unable to perform duties, the meeting shall elect one of the committee member to be the chairman of the meeting.
The decision of the meeting shall be made by a majority vote. One committee member has one vote. If the votes are equal, the chairman of the meeting shall have an additional vote as a decisive vote.
The consensus of the meeting shall be made by a majority vote. One director shall have one vote. If the votes are equal, the chairman of the meeting shall have an additional vote as a casting vote.
Section 21. The committee has the power to appoint a sub-committee to act on its behalf or as assigned by the board
At a meeting of a subcommittee, section 20 shall apply mutatis mutandis.
Section 22. The Committee shall have the power to approve the fund allocation under Section 18 (1) in the amount not exceeding one hundred million baht. If the amount exceeds one hundred million baht must be approved by the Cabinet.
Section 23. The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives shall pay money from the fund to a government agency or farmers organizations which are approved by the Board of Directors or Cabinet.
Section 24. Within ninety days from the end of every fiscal year, the Office of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives shall prepare the fund's financial statements and submit to the Office of the Auditor-General for review.
The Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives shall submit the financial statements of the Fund and the findings of the inspection under paragraph one to the Cabinet for submission to the House of Representatives and the Senate for acknowledgment.

Section 25. Any exporter or importer fails to pay any export or import fees under Section 12, or commit any act in order for him to pay an export or import fee less than he or she supposes to pay shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years or receive a fine ten times over the existing export fee or the import fee still to be paid but not less than ten thousand baht or face both punishments which are imprisonment and fine.
Any person who acts by any means which helps or provide any unlawful facilitation to exporters or importers so that exporters or importers do not have to pay any export or import fees or pay less export or import fees than he or she supposes to pay shall be liable to the same punishment as exporter or importer according to the rates specified in the first paragraph.
Fines under this section shall be regarded as the export fee or the import fee charged under this Act. and transfer to the Farmers’ Welfare Fund.
Section 26. All money, property, rights and liabilities of the Farmer Welfare Fund established under the Farmers Aid Fund Act, B.E. 2517 (1974), existing on the date on which this Act comes into force, shall be transferred to the Fund under this Act.
Section 27. In the beginning, the appointment of qualified members of honorable expert shall be completed within one hundred and twenty days from the date this Act comes into force.
The Farmer Aid Committee under the Farmers Aid Fund Act, B.E. 2517 (1974) shall temporarily perform the duties of the Committee under this Act until a qualified member of honorable expert is appointed under this Act.
Section 28. All announcements, regulations, orders or cabinet resolutions issued under the Farmer Aid Fund Act, B.E. 2517 (1974) in force on the date this Act comes into force shall remain in force as long as it is not inconsistent with this Act until the announcement, rules, orders or resolutions of the Cabinet issued under this Act come into force.
Section 29. The Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives and the Minister of Commerce shall have charge and control of this Act and shall have the power to issue Ministerial Regulations and Rules in the execution of this Act.
Such Ministerial Regulations shall come into force upon their publication in the Government Gazette. 
 
Recipient of the royal order
H.E. Abhisit Vejjajiva
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
Note: The reason for promulgation of this Act is that the Law on the Farmer's Aid Fund, which was enacted to help farmers get out of debt, possess their own farmland and capable of increasing productivity and earn more income as well as to help stabilize the price of primary agricultural produces at reasonable level which is beneficial for both domestic manufacturers and consumers since it has been in force in 1974, while its detail substances are not suitable for the current situation that has changed with the economic, social and international trade conditions and changes in farmers support policies that focus on public participation. In addition, the Ministry of Finance has a policy to transfer the Farmers Welfare Fund located in the Ministry of Finance to the Office of the Permanent Secretary for Agriculture and Cooperatives. Therefore, in order to effectively manage the Farmers Aid Fund in accordance with the changing situation and policy guidelines, it is therefore necessary to enact this Act.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

